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INTRODUCTION

OSCAR V. CAMPOMANES

This back-to-back number of the journal was designed as an open-
themed one, unlike the Special Issues in Cultural Studies (Vol. IV, No. 1/
March 2016) and Literary Studies (Vol. VII, No. 1/March 2018) which I 
had the privilege to guest-edit, and in Indigenous Studies (Vol. VI, No. 
2/September 2016) guest-edited by colleague Padmapani L. Perez. In 
our call for submissions to this expanded issue, we assured prospective 
contributors of the unrestricted consideration of manuscripts in 
Cordillera and Philippines studies on any topics and deploying any 
social-scientific and humanistic approaches appropriate for them. We 
did, however, encourage specifically theoretical discussions (which 
may be irrespective of field and area), with the only expectation that 
they be of some demonstrable serviceability to the advancement of 
Cordillera and Philippine studies as research traditions.

Some of the general rubrics which we also suggested as possible 
parameters for the framing of prospective contributions included (but 
were by no means limited to) the following:

1. region and ethnicity (including transregionality and 
polyethnicity) in the examination of Filipino and 
Cordillera cultural formations;

2. concepts of the endogenous and exogenous in the 
analysis of local, regional, national, and global forms of 
community-building;

3. the historical and transdisciplinary study of coloniality 
and post-/decoloniality, especially in reference to 
Philippine communities and cultural politics/practices;

4. new methods or approaches (e.g. comparativity and 
contrapuntality) to the study of Filipino cultures and 
socio-economic development; and

5. critical interrogations of vernacularization and the 
vernacular as historical, socio-cultural, and political 
phenomena and processes among and across Philippine 
communities.

We were delighted to receive a considerable number of 
submissions, including expressions of interest from aspiring 
contributors (I, as Guest Editor, had offered to guide the development 
of the prospectuses of those interested into submissible papers; and 
there were some takers). In the end, our review processes yielded a 
substantial crop of eight contributions, two of them co-authored, and 
three of them semi-monographic in length.
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